CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

Scientific medicine has progressed a great deal since the days
of Asclepius, but it still has serious limitations. There continue to
be many phenomena of disease that science cannot explain and
many diseases that it can neither prevent nor cure. Most people
still die from disease rather than from the degenerative processes
of old age. As long as medicine has not reached its goal of eradicat-
ing disease there will always be patients who, hoping for a miracle,
will seek help in religion or even in magic. Whenever the physician
underestimates the importance of social and psychological factors
in the genesis of disease and in its treatment, he will find a com-
petitor in the priest who appreciates these factors.
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